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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF ECKINGTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT  THE 
ECKINGTON CIVIC CENTRE ON TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2024 

 

PRESENT Councillor Renwick (Chairman) 
Councillors: Archer, Boyce, Clegg, Dye, Gare, Gomez-Reaney, Jackson, B Kenyon, J Kenyon, 
Landall, Lloyd, May-Allen, Musson and Wheelhouse 
Others – E Smith (Clerk) and R Hill (Cemetery and Civic Centre Manager)  
3 members of the public 
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24/2438 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Marsh 
Cllr Pickering 

 
24/2439 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

No variations 
 
24/2440 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

No declarations of interest were declared 
 
24/2441 PUBLIC SPEAKING.  

• Derbyshire Voluntary Action (DVA) Community Connector introduced the feeling 
connected project to combat isolation and loneliness around North East Derbyshire 
and Chesterfield. Community Connector would like to work with the Parish Council to 
find out where the need is and who to approach.  
Council agreed to include information in the next newsletter. Councillors will send 
names and addresses of anyone who may be interested in this service to the 
Community Connector.  

• A member of Eckington Spaces enquired about the Lansbury play area grant funding 
and drainage. They also enquired about the position with Stead Street Youth Centre.  

 
24/2442 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

10(e) part of discussion forms part of Community Asset 
 
24/2443 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

RESOLVED received and approved as a true record Minutes 23/2394 – 23/2437 of the 
Full Council Meeting held     on 6 December 2023. Chairman duly signed the minutes.  

 
24/2444 MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY HALL AND PREMISES WORKING PARTY  

RESOLVED received and approved as a true record Minutes 425/23 – 445/23 of the 
Community Hall and Premises Working Party held     on 12 December 2023.     

 
24/2445 MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT WORKING PARTY  

RESOLVED received and approved as a true record Minutes 61/23 – 64/23 of the 
Community Support Working Party held     on 14 December 2023.     

 
24/2446 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING PARTY MEETINGS 
  Community Hall and Premises    

(a) To increase Renishaw and Spinkhill Community Hall hire charges from £15.00 

per hour to £16.00 per hour from 1 April 2024.  

RESOLVED approved. 

(b) To review Civic Centre hall hire fees in April 2025 due to the Civic Centre being 

fully booked for 2024.  

RESOLVED Civic Centre charges for 2024 to be increased. Civic Centre manager to 

bring back proposed charges to next Full Council meeting for approval. Guidance for 

increase £1 for residents and £2 for non-residents increasing on a scale basis.  

(c) To approve quotation for £6,816.00 for fire doors within the Civic Centre.  

RESOLVED approved.  

(d) To approve quotation for decoration of the Civic Centre foyer at £980.00.  

RESOLVED approved. 
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Community Support  

(a) Deputy Clerk to arrange a meeting with market traders and an opportunity to raise 

any concerns or suggestions.  

RESOLVED approved.  
(b) The Parish Council take a flexible approach with the Deputy Clerks hours which may 

increase due to the taking on the responsibility of the market.  

RESOLVED approved. 
(c) Consider applying to lift the TRO on the precinct during market hours.  

RESOLVED not to pursue, Deputy Clerk to speak with Derbyshire County Council 
regarding permission to allow market traders vehicles on the precinct for the sole 
purpose of the market.  

 
24/2447 POLICE AND CRIME REPORT     

Clerk circulated the Police report to all Councillors.  
December 2023 10 x Violent crime against a person, 2 x Criminal Damage, 3 x Public 
Order, 13 x Theft, 4 x Vehicle crime, 1 x Drugs and 3 x Other.   
RESOLVED noted.  

 
24/2448 DALC NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2023 

Clerk circulated this to Councillors and Officers on 4 December 2023.  
RESOLVED noted.  

 
24/2449 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES 

RESOLVED approved quotation for £17,883.00.  
 
24/2450 POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER INITATIVE FOR SPECIAL CONSTABLES    

  RESOLVED not to support the initiative.   
 
24/2451 NED UKSPF QUALITY PARKS AND PLAY AREAS GRANT  

NEDDC have approved the grant towards Lansbury play area for £200,000.00. The 
project will need to be completed by 31 December 2024.  
RESOLVED to approve the Clerk to sign and return the grant agreement on behalf of the 
Council. Establish a working party to progress the project with full delegation to Clerk, Cllr 
J Kenyon, Cllr Archer, Cllr Renwick and Cllr Landall.  

 
24/2452 NEDDC LEADER – PARISH VISIT EMAIL     

RESOLVED approved Cllr Barker to attend a future Parish Council meeting.    
 
24/2453 CIVIC CENTRE REPORT   

RESOLVED noted report. Council thanked the Civic Centre manager for their hard work 
over the festive period.  

 
24/2454 RENISHAW AND SPINKHILL COMMUNITY HALL REPORT  

RESOLVED noted report.  
 

24/2455 HEALTH AND SAFETY REPORT   
Clerk circulated the health and safety report for January 2024.   
RESOLVED noted.   
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24/2456 EVENTS REPORT 
Deputy Clerk circulated the events report.  
RESOLVED noted report. Council thanked the Deputy Clerk for their hard work on the 
community events and markets.  

 
24/2457 CEMETERY MANAGERS REPORT 

RESOLVED noted report. Approved three bench requests. Not to approve the bench 
request near the old section of the Cemetery due to the dangers with the road network.  

 
24/2458 BANK RECONCILIATION FOR NOVEMBER 2023  

RESOLVED noted (Appendix 1)  
 
24/2459 NET POSITION FOR NOVEMBER 2023  

RESOLVED noted. 
 
24/2460 PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS FOR NOVEMBER 2023  

RESOLVED approved (Appendix 2) 
 
24/2461 INTERNAL AUDITS  

Cllr Musson and Archer have now completed the November 2023 internal audits.  
RESOLVED noted.  

 
24/2462 CIVIC CENTRE MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS  

November 2023 management accounts circulated to all Councillors. 
RESOLVED noted report.  

 
24/2463 CEMETERY MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS  

November 2023 management accounts circulated to all Councillors. 
RESOLVED noted report.  

 
24/2464 RENISHAW AND SPINKHILL COMMUNITY HALL MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS  

November 2023 management accounts circulated to all Councillors. 
RESOLVED noted. 

 
24/2465 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

RESOLVED 23/01030/CUPDG - object to this planning application as it appears to 
change the characteristics of the building which holds historic merit within the Town. 
This building is also within the Conservation area so should be protected from any 
changes that would be detrimental to the overall appearance of the building. 
RESOLVED no comments on other applications received.  

 
24/2466 PLANNING APPLICATION – 123/00880/FL  

RESOLVED This application is to build a house on a parking area that is used for the 
parking for residents of the flats inside the former Angel Hotel. When the Angel Hotel 
was converted into flats, application 11/00685/FL, a condition was placed on it that says: 
"Before the dwellings are first brought into use, the area shown on the approved plans 
as reserved for the parking, garaging, circulation and standing of vehicles, shall be 
provided in accordance with the approved details. Thereafter the area shall be used for 
the parking of residents and visitors' vehicles only." This condition is stated in the 
planning permission, which you can find appended to the document on the planning 
portal titled "SECTION 106 AGREEMENT", dated 5 Feb 2013. This condition is even 
more relevant in 2023 than when it was first agreed by the applicant in 2012. 
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The current application removes that existing parking provision. Not only that, but it will 
also make inaccessible the two parking spaces provided in front of the two houses 
adjacent to the intended house. So, there will be a loss of 8 or 9 parking spaces for the 
existing 8 dwellings, and creation of a new dwelling, leaving a total of 11 dwellings with 
no parking provision. 

 
The nearby public car park is provided by NEDDC and is intended for use of visitors to 
the town centre shops. This small car park is already under significant pressure, and 
unfortunately it will be the only option left to those losing their current parking provision. 
This will likely result in the car park becoming time limited, leaving no parking for these 
residents. 

 
Since the previous application, Eckington market has been completely revitalised, 
significantly worsening car parking problems on market day. The Leisure Centre and 
Civic Centre are now also attracting significantly higher volumes of visitors from the 
nearby towns, and South Sheffield, adding even more to the car parking pressure. 

 
The displacement of residential car parking will increase pressure on already limited 
public car parking. This would be contrary to the aims of the Eckington Development 
Framework in creating a vibrant town centre.  

 
Local Plan policy SP3 expects developments to contribute to the success of Eckington 
Town centre, per the Eckington Development Framework, and that success depends on 
visitor footfall, to allow the shopping area, including the Northgate house shops, to be 
successful. Available Public car parking is a necessity to support that. 

 
The proposed development would also be contrary to the requirements of policies SS7 
and SDC12 of the North East Derbyshire Local Plan and the Council's Supplementary 
Planning Document, Eckington Development Framework. 

 
The applicant previously recognised this car parking need in their prior application, 
19/00721/FL, and attempted to provide 11 parking spaces in nearby land, but that was 
rejected as being an unsuitable location for the parking due to the Eckington 
Development Framework SPD. 

 
The public transport provision from Eckington continues to worsen even further between 
the 2020 application and 2023, with another route being reduced. Even several years 
ago, the Local Plan evidence base referred to how 85% of Eckington residents commute 
by car. Since then, that has risen as local jobs within Eckington have declined 
considerably. The reality is that Eckington is not a sustainable location for people to 
work locally or commute by public transport, and cars are essential for the large majority 
of residents. 

 
In the 2020 application form, question 10, the application fails to disclose that 8 or more 
car parking spaces are being removed - a significant omission, especially as the spaces 
are provided per a previous Section 106 agreement the applicant undertook only ten 
years ago. 

 
Further, the reason given for rejecting this third house in planning application 
19/00721/FL, namely that it affects the ground floor flat in the Angel Hotel, still applies. 
Further, the reason given for rejecting this third house in planning application 
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12/00017/FL, namely that it affects the setting of the listed building the Angel Hotel in a 
Conservation Area, still applies. The reason for rejection was: "9. Having regard to all of 
the written representations I conclude that the development proposed would fail to 
enhance the character and appearance of the Eckington & Renishaw Park Conservation 
Area and would have an adverse effect on the overall street scene and the setting of the 
listed former Angel Hotel. It would be contrary to those parts of the development plan 
policies to which I have referred above and be unacceptable". 

 
24/2467 PLANNING DECISIONS 

RESOLVED noted the planning decisions circulated.  
 
24/2468 PLANNING APPLICATIONS CIRCULATED AT MEETING 

RESOLVED no further applications circulated.   
 
24/2469 COMMUNITY HALL GRANT APPLICATION – LIVE AND LOCAL     

RESOLVED approved Community Hall hire grant.   
 
That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, a resolution to 
exclude the Press and Public from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss these items has been resolved. 

 
24/2470 APPOINTMENT OF CIVIC CENTRE SUPERVISOR  

RESOLVED approved.      
 
24/2471 DUCKSETT LANE ALLOTMENT APPEAL  

RESOLVED to allow allotment holder to keep and maintain one out of the two allotment 
plots and review to ensure it is kept tidy.  

 
24/2472 STAFF WORKING PARTY RECOMMENDATIONS   

RESOLVED Cemetery Staff – Cllr Clegg, Wheelhouse and Archer 
           Handyman – Cllr Landall, Wheelhouse and Clegg   

 
24/2473 COMMUNITY ASSET  

  Final offer rejected.  
RESOLVED not to progress nomination of community asset, Cllr J Kenyon will assist 
with grant funding applications for Lansbury play area.        

 
The Meeting closed at 8.27pm 
 
 

 
Signed ……………………………………………….. 

Chairman Date 6 February 2024
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